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Menu

Aperitif:
Tatie Brut, Tabali, Limari, Chile

First Course:
Chilean halibut and seabass ceviche with lime, grapefruit, chilli and
coriander

Albarino, Garzon, Maldonado, Uruguay.
Signature White Blend, Susana Balbo Wines, Uco Valley, Argentina

Main Course:
Slow cooked flank steak with chimichurri sauce
Served with punched potatoes and roast root vegetables

Los Inquietos Malbec, Miguel Torres, Maule, Chile
Pulenta Estate XI Gran Cabernet Franc, Mendoza, Argentina

Dessert:
Dulce de leche and chocolate tart with chantilly cream

Familia Zuccardi Malamado Malbec NV, Mendoz Argentina

Coffee and Chocolates



Our speaker

Amanda Barnes MW is an award-winning wine journalist and expert in
South American wines and regions. Based in Mendoza since 2009 she
is a regular South America correspondent, critic and writer for
Decanter, as well as other international wine publications. She is the
author of The South America Wine Guide: The Definitive Guide to wine
in Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Brazil, Bolivia & Peru, which won the Best
Debut Drinks Book at the Fortnum & Mason Awards, Best World Wine
Book at the Gourmand Awards and the John Avery Award at the Andre
Simon Awards. A multimedia journalist, Amanda works in print and
digital communication and is experienced in writing, editing,
broadcasting and organising wine tours.

Introduction to South American Wines

South American wines have a rich history dating back to the 16th
century, when Spanish colonisers first brought vines to the continent.
Over the centuries, these vineyards have evolved, making South
America an important contributor to the global wine industry. Today,
the region is celebrated for its diverse climates, high-altitude vineyards,
and unigue expression of many well-loved grape varieties.

The best introduction to South American wines is Amanda Barnes’
book. She explains that the two leading wine producers are Chile and
Argentina, where the balmy Mediterranean climate of Chile and the
sunny dry river valleys of Argentina on either side of the Andes offer a
multitude of terroirs and corresponding wine styles. Tradition and
innovation coexist with Argentina, famous for its Malbec, producing
Riesling and Gewdlrztraminer in Patagonia and Chilean wineries are
experimenting in cool high altitude and Pacific Ocean sites.


https://www.decanter.com/wine/wine-regions/mendoza/

Argentina

Argentina is the largest wine producer in South America and is best
known for its Malbec - a red grape variety that thrives in the country's
diverse climates. Originally from France, where it is known as Coét,
Malbec found a new home in Argentina, where it produces wines with
deep colour, rich fruit flavours, and smooth tannins. Mendoza is the
heart of Argentina's wine industry and produces over 70% of the
country's wine production. Its high-altitude vineyards, sunny days, and
cool nights create the perfect conditions for growing Malbec, as well as
Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, and the white grape variety Torrontés.

The Jesuit priest, Juan Cedrdn is said to have started planting Criolla
vines in Argentina to produce wines for Holy Communion in the 16%"
Century. Wine production remained small scale and artisanal until the
19% Century, when a large number of immigrants from Europe arrived,
impacting on the wine industry by bringing new technology and
increased demand for local production. The French wine specialist,
Michel Aimé Pouget bought wine cuttings from Europe expanding the
varieties beyond Criolla to include Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon and
Semillon, all of which remain in production today. It was not until the
1990s that Argentina began to look beyond its domestic market to
expanding internationally, creating a nationwide Gl (Geographical
Indication) and DOC (Denominacién de Origen Calificada) classification
system. The renown Tuscan winemaker, Attilio Pagli is credited with
bringing Argentinian Malbec to the world’s attention. Today there are a
vast number of different styles, ranging fruit forward wines targeting
the American market, and lighter fresher styles, matured in concrete.

Area under cultivation: around 1.2 million acres.
Hectolitres produced: about 17 million.
Principal export markets: USA, United Kingdom, China. Brazil, Canada.
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Chile

Chile's wine industry is renowned for its diversity, producing everything
from fresh whites to powerful reds. The country’s unique geography -
sandwiched between the Andes mountains and the Pacific Ocean -
creates a wide range of microclimates ideal for viticulture.

The development of wine in Chile followed a similar pattern to
Argentina. Once again, a priest, Francisco de Carabantes, established a
small vineyard in the north, and Rodrigo de Araya, a Basque coloniser,
planted vines near Santiago. Over time, the Criolla varieties were
replaced with European grapes. In the 19t Century the production of
‘Bordeaux style’ wines became popular, prompted by the return of
wealthy Chileans who had returned from their ‘Grand Tour’ of Europe.
A key development was irrigation technology, which permitted an
expansion of viticulture in the drier north. Whereas Argentina only
suffered from minor outbreaks of phylloxera (whilst it was ravaging
European vineyards), Chile’s strict quarantine rules enabled it to avoid
the pest completely. This means that Chile has some of the world’s
oldest un-grafted vines.

In the late 20" Century, an influx of capital, an improvement in
winemaking technology and a proliferation of partnerships — with
Rothschild-Lafite (Los Vascos), Robert Mondavi (Errazuriz) and
Domaine Laroche (Valdivieso), helped to modernise wine production
and inspire local producers, such as Pablo Morandé, to experiment and
produce Chile’s first cool-coast Chardonnay.

Area under cultivation: approximately 460,000 acres.
Hectolitres produced: Approximately 12 million hectolitres.
Principal export markets: USA, China, United Kingdom, Canada,
Germany.
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Uruguay

The conditions for winemaking in Uruguay are markedly different from
those in Argentina and Chile. It is the only winemaking country in South
America influenced by the Atlantic, creating a milder climate and it is
flat, rather than mountainous. Uruguay is emerging as a world-class
wine producer, particularly known for its Tannat red wines, from a grape
which originated in south-west France. The country is South America's
fourth-largest producer by volume, featuring a blend of family-owned
traditional and modern wineries that are gaining international
recognition for quality and innovation.

As with all South American wine regions, colonisers and missionaries
bought vines with them. The 19 Century saw the arrival of Basque and
Italian immigrants and the Basque, Pascual Harriague, is said to have
started the wine industry in Uruguay by planting Tannat grapes in 1871.
The country championed the Continent’s first wine laboratory in the
1880s and was able to respond promptly to an outbreak of phylloxera
with an action plan to convert all vineyards to American rootstocks.

This care, attention and focus on quality is exemplified by the creation
of a quality wine category, VCP (Vinos de Calidad Preferente), and in
1987 INAVI (a national viticulture institute) was founded to improve and
regulate the quality of wines produced. The modernisation of Uruguay’s
wine industry took place in the 1990s with a decision to focus on Tannat.
Even today the approach is small scale, characterised by artisanal-style,
premium wine production.

Area under cultivation: about 150,000 acres.
Hectolitres produced: about 2 million hectolitres.
Principal export markets: Brazil, USA, United Kingdom, Canada.
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Vineyards

Talinay Vineyard Tabali, Limari, Chile

The Tabali Talinay Vineyard is an innovative producer in Chile's Limari
Valley, Coquimbo, known for its unique microclimate and chalky
limestone soil. Its proximity to the Pacific Ocean and Atacama Desert
provides a cool climate with ocean breezes and protection from disease,
allowing for late harvests and the creation of mineral-driven, high-
guality wines like Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.

Bodega Garzon Maldonado, Uruguay

Bodega Garzdon is a family-owned winery in Maldonado on the
Atlantic coast in southern Uruguay. They pioneered viticulture in this
area over 10 years ago and have since become the standard-bearer
for premium wines from Uruguay. Their vineyards are a patchwork of
1,150 individual plots of around 0.2 hectares in size, each carefully
chosen for a specific variety according to its soil and microclimate.
The winery is specially designed to operate sustainably, built on
natural terraces, using a gravity system to ensure quality and energy
efficiency at every stage of production.

Susana Balbo Wines Uco Valley, Argentina

Susana Balbo Wines is an Argentinian winery with its signature and
Crios cuvées producing wines from the Dominio del Plata vineyard,
situated in Agrelo in Lujan de Cuyo in the Uco Valley, a high-altitude sub-
region of Mendoza. The winery, known for producing high-quality
wines, creates various reds (Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon), whites
(Torrontés, White Blend), and rosé, with the Uco Valley's climate
contributing to the wines' complexity and freshness.


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=b8519a9c326ed929&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB1147GB1147&cs=0&q=Mendoza&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi59dacxqCQAxWcVUEAHTjUAyQQxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfBzdKhrt_8lT5YKbru3UoJgYN5SH5wm3ELSwOGmEAgzZUf7aFjpzQgBDSG4oST3SHGv44LvKc9AIfi4LwtOHczvHfsLEskMHOpvgNTS0C9zSga11pMoJ2rxFeXgBK31Chxt8-Ub9bwemsG825wdHKV7SjrxeIwgw6KXye9z5ZHVZM988VapcoXViW5pPc6TG5BT&csui=3

Miguel Torres, Maule, Central Valley, Chile

Miguel Torres is a prominent Chilean wine company with a significant
presence in Maule in the Central Valley,a region known for its
traditional and old vines. Founded in 1979, the company was one of the
first foreign companies to establish a winery in Chile, bringing modern
winemaking expertise to the area. The company is committed to
sustainable practices and has invested in vineyards with unique terroirs,
such as those with slate soils in Empedrado, to produce high-quality,
innovative wines.

Pulenta Estate Mendoza, Argentina

Pulenta Estate, owned and run by brothers, Hugo and Eduardo Pulenta,
is in Alto Agrelo in Lujan de Cuyo Mendoza, Argentina's main wine
producing region. The 135 hectares are planted with Malbec, Merlot,
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc, these
varieties are used as both single varieties and blended to make wines
such as the excellent Gran Corte. Pulenta enjoys favourable climate
conditions and a fantastic panoramic aspect from up to 980 metres
above sea level. Irrigation comes from melted water from the Andes
Mountains, and the whole process is ‘organic’.

Familia Zuccardi Malamado, Mendoza Argentina

Familia Zuccardi is a well-known winery, celebrated for high-quality
wines produced in a modern style, emphasizing the unique
characteristics of their specific vineyard locations. This wine is produced
in the Santa Julia winery in Santa Rosa, Eastern Mendoza,


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9f5be894f4523b07&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB1147GB1147&cs=0&q=Maule+Valley&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi0krGNyKCQAxWMVkEAHVRmGpUQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfDae1lu-JMUnSnABjgelsQIGTa9rXM-vhM32fbiNIR6tiCT0gxDS9lU0yhlDvxbp90pbaAQ2Ia4K_ConYRdN8FRToQEgD0PA9Od891s_xRjKtSFF7bx1DapW1EezW25oLrGUTtoT8U8GgRIQQIc0_8CGGdKxRQos3kopBGqx3JMMxw6dkRjlS6TMDe_MO-Vhjg8&csui=3

Wines

Tatie Brut NV

Talinay Vineyard Tabali, Limari, Chile (joint venture with Champagne
Thiénot)

Grapes: Chardonnay (60%) and Pinot Noir (40%)

Terroir: The calcareous soils and cold, coastal climate of the Talinay
vineyard contribute significantly to the wine's mineral character and
unique saline quality

Vinification Process: Traditional method, with 30 months of lees
ageing

ABV: 11.5%

Sensory Profile: Firm, balanced acidity, fine and persistent bubbles,
with flavours of citrus, ripe pear, and toasted almond

Albarino Garzén 2024

Bodega Garzéon Maldonado, Uruguay

Grapes: Single varietal, aromatic white

Terroir: Coastal climate, influence by the Atlantic Ocean, sandy soils
and mild climate

Vinification Process: Cold fermentation in stainless steel tanks to
preserve fresh, fruity characteristics

ABV: 13%

Sensory Profile: Aromas are citrus, floral, hint of salinity, refreshing
and zesty


https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB1147GB1147&cs=0&sca_esv=c8099ca82f4112b0&q=Champagne+Thi%C3%A9not&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiN09fNl5mQAxXYT0EAHe50H5cQxccNegQIBRAB&mstk=AUtExfDxz4LKzCKh6IdUDhVFOvuuC84tD8d0A5U3BpgDwfZWc8VKYDjYHn235F64mSmQ2mjLzRLByBFlaOw2ZdfpUXgS9sdVZ7oJpqqtlAcRISkrHZV9v4_JCuGW40sf83EH8xh-jxwnFuhXmiLhbSAlkf5I0Ce15ym3JRM236Sh6D__E_c&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB1147GB1147&cs=0&sca_esv=c8099ca82f4112b0&q=Champagne+Thi%C3%A9not&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiN09fNl5mQAxXYT0EAHe50H5cQxccNegQIBRAB&mstk=AUtExfDxz4LKzCKh6IdUDhVFOvuuC84tD8d0A5U3BpgDwfZWc8VKYDjYHn235F64mSmQ2mjLzRLByBFlaOw2ZdfpUXgS9sdVZ7oJpqqtlAcRISkrHZV9v4_JCuGW40sf83EH8xh-jxwnFuhXmiLhbSAlkf5I0Ce15ym3JRM236Sh6D__E_c&csui=3

Susana Balbo Signature White Blend 2022

Susana Balbo Wines Uco Valley, Argentina

Grapes: Sémillon, Torrontés, and Sauvignon Blanc

Terroir: High altitude Uco Valley, cool microclimate and alluvial soils rich
in limestone, sand, and gravel with good drainage.

Vinification Process: Partial maceration, fermentation in concrete eggs
and barrels with ambient yeasts, and lees ageing before spending time
in French oak barrels

ABV: 12%

Sensory Profile: complex floral, citrus, and herbal notes, a balanced
palate with lively acidity and richness, and a mineral, persistent finish.

Los Inquietos Malbec 2019

Miguel Torres, Maule, Chile

Grape: Single varietal (80% old vines) with small portions of Cabernet
Sauvignon, Carménere, and Romano (an old Burgundian grape)
Terroir: The region's climate is influenced by the Andes, with a long
diurnal range (day-night temperature differences) that promote the
development of fine aromas in the grapes.

Vinification Process: Los Inquietos means ‘restless” and embodies
Miguel Torres's curiosity and desire to create wines of superlative
quality with great personality

Vinification: Minimal intervention approach, native yeasts are used for
fermentation, long ageing period in German oak barrels

ABV: 13.5%

Sensory Profile: Deep violet with glints of ruby and intense and
complex aromas, evolving to reveal notes of wild herbs, forest fruits,
and meadow flowers.



Pulenta XI Gran Cabernet Franc 2021

Pulenta Estate Mendoza, Argentina

Terroir: Agrelo region, Lujan de Cuyo, high altitude, rocky, well-
drained soils

Vinification Process: 12—18 months in French oak barrels

ABV: 14%

Sensory Profile: ruby colour, complex nose of roasted pepper and dark
fruit, and a palate with ripe fruit, spice, and powerful well-balanced
tannins, long finish.

Zuccardi Malamado Fortified Malbec NV

Familia Zuccardi Malamado, Mendoza Argentina

Growing Area: high altitude vineyards in the Uco Valley

Vinification Process: Made in the same way as Port but from Malbec
grapes. The process involves stopping fermentation early by adding
grape spirit which increases the alcoholic content, leaving behind the
sugar for a sweeter taste.

ABV: 17.5%

Sensory Profile: Black fruits, hints of dried figs and raisins, a touch of
spice and balanced sweetness.
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